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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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(Monday) 



Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicant (s) hereby 
submit (s) an Information Disclosure Statement for consideration 
by the Examiner. 

I. LIST OF PATENTS, PUBLICATIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION 

The patents, publications, or other information submitted 
for consideration by the Office are listed on the PT0-1449(s), 
attached hereto. 

II. COPIES (check at least one box) 

a. □ This application was filed before June 30, 2003. 



Accordingly, submitted herewith is a legible copy 
of (i) each U.S. and foreign patent; (ii) each 
publication or that portion which caused it to be 
listed; and (iii) all other information or that 
portion which caused it to be listed. 



b. ^ This application was filed on or after 



June 30, 2003. Accordingly, copies of cited U.S. 
patents and patent application publications 
therefore are not included. Copies of foreign 
patent documents and non-patent literature are 
included. 



Appl. No. 10/773,268 

c. □ Some or all of the documents listed on the PTO- 
1449 are not enclosed because they were cited in 
the International Search Report and copies should 
already be in the PTO file. If copies are needed, 
please contact the undersigned. 

III. CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE 
(check at least one box) 

a. ^ DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The patents, publications, or other information 
listed on the attached PTO 1449 are in the 
English language and therefore, do not require a 
statement of relevancy. 

b. □ DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

A concise explanation of the relevance of all 
patents, publications, or other information 
listed that is not in the English language is as 
follows : 



□ ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 

An English language version of the search report 
or action that indicates the degree of relevance 
found by the foreign office is attached, thereby 
satisfying the requirement for a concise 
explanation. See MPEP 609(111) (A) (3) . 

□ OTHER 

The following additional information is provided 
for the Examiner's consideration. 
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FEES 

IV. ^ THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b): 
(check one box) 

a. [3 within three months of the filing date of a 

national application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1)). No 
fee or statement is required. (This section is 
not to be used with RCE's.) 

b. □ within three months of the date of entry of the 

national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
international application (37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.97(b) (2)). No fee or statement is required. 

c. □ concurrently with the filing of a Request for 

Continued Examination under § 1.114 (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b)(4)). No fee or statement is required. 

d. □ before the mailing date of a first Action on the 

merits (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or 
statement is required. 

In the event that a first Office Action on the 
merits has been issued, please consider this IDS 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and see the statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) below, or, if no 
statement has been made, charge our deposit 
account in the amount of $180.00 as required by 
37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (p) . 



V. □ THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c): 
(check one box) 

before the mailing date of a Final Office Action under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.113 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1)) or before the 
mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.311 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

a. □ No statement; therefore, a fee in the amount of 

$ 180 . 00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

or 

b. □ See the statement below. No fee is required. 
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The undersigned hereby states that 

IppUcation'nrt .ore than three ..nths pr.or to 
Che filing of this IDS; or 
b □ n» item o£ infection contained 

^°rtSLat«?er SiKi^rre^ i|.i?., ^no 
ii-f>m of IDS was knovm to any iiiu-^ 
Item , T p p R 5 1.56(c) more than three 

designated in 37 C.F.K. s ' 
months prior to the filing of the IDS. 

e. □ some of the items of infc^^^^^^^^ 

communication from \^°''^^^^J^^^^^^ states that 
this information, the ^J^^^^^^^^ the IDS was 

Ft^^^ir^^-r^eS".^ 

S^!fcatio°n"no? »ore than three months pr^r ^to 

fnlo,r^ftl^, Ihe'-^egned^^^^^^^^^ 

- - oE\\=crt^ /o-S/n 

foreign Patent Office in knowledge 

application ^^^^cruiJY, was known to any 

after making reasonable inquiry, ^ 56(c) more 

individual designated in 37 C.FR. § l^b ^^.^ 
than three months prior to the riling 
statement . 

VII PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 

^TJrVr.i'fp) ^-Tnoile^th? aS?S^iSnt^/.i- 

f ©6 • 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No <.2-4« ^ in^^the 
^SSidn^t tr'ip'i/cale ^opy o^f this paper is 
attached . 

^ No fee is required. 
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this IDS / 

he/Shi is «rtW3 IBS has bean "l^dj^;*", *i proper rule 

- -r.e ..e apprcp - ^-^..TT^^ o? 

If necessary, the c replies, to charg_^^P^ 

X^q-jS/Sn^eT^^Vrr^^te or unaer S 

Respectfully submitted, 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOI.SCH . BIKCH, LLP 




S>0 

JMS/SB/jao 
3555-0124P 

Attachment (s) 



P.O*: BOX 747 22040-0747 
Falls Church, VA 2^u'*" 
(703) 205-8000 



□ 
□ 
D 
□ 



PTO-1449 
Documents 

Foreign Search Report 

Fee 
Other : 



(Rev. 02/12/2004) 
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Form PTO-1449 \^ ^ 

INFORMATION DIB^OSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

3555-0124P 


APPLICATION NO. 

10/773,268 


APPLICANT 

Akinwale AKINPELU et al . 


FILING DATE 

February 9, 2004 


GROUP 






U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


Kind 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
QiASS 


PILING DATE 
IP APPROPRIATE 




US 5,954,799 




1999-09-21 


Goheen et al , 










US 5,991,292 




1999-11-23 


Focsaneanu et al. 










US 6,061,562 




2000-05-09 


Martin et al . 










US 6,014 


,437 




2000-01-11 


Acker et al . 










US 
















US 
















US 
















US 
















US 
















US 


















FOE 














Office 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


Kind 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CU^S 


SUB 
CXASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 






















































































































































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Z&elud* vmm of tha author <in CAPITAL LBTTXRS}, tltla of tha artida (whan appropr 
journal, sarial, ayqpoaium, catalog, ate.) date, pa9e(8), volume- issue nuiii>er(8), publiahar, city and/or country vAara p 


late), tit 

lubllshed. 


La of tha lt< 


nn (book, s 


lagasiaa. 


















EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


liXAMiNER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.B.P. 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



/ 



